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What is the Seal of Biliteracy?

The Seal of Biliteracy is …

• an award given by a school, school

district or county office of education

• a formal recognition for students

who have attained a high level of

proficiency in two or more world

languages (one of which must be

English) by high school graduation

• affixed to the student’s diploma, is

noted on the student’s official high

school transcript, and is highlighted

on the graduation program



• The Seal acknowledges the importance of
being bilingual in today’s global society

• highlights the hard work and achievement of
students

• encourages students to pursue language
study while in school

• to highlight the accomplishment of biliteracy
for future employers and for college
admission (this is noted on both the high
school transcript and diploma)

Why does NYS offer the Seal?



• Encourages students to study languages;

• Recognizes the value of language diversity;

• Provides employers with a method of identifying
people with language and skills;

• Provides universities with a method to
recognize and give credit to applicants for
attainment of high level skills in multiple
languages;

• Prepares students with 21st century skills;

• Honors the multiple cultures and languages in a
community.

Why is West Seneca offering the Seal?



17% of all NYS public schools offer the NYSSB

(approximately 1 in every 6 schools)

How many schools offer the Seal?
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How many students have earned the Seal?

4,031 students earned the NYSSB in 2018-19.
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How does a student earn the Seal?

1. Complete all of the requirements to graduate with a

Regents diploma

2. Earn 3 points in English and 3 points in a World Language

from the grid below



How does a student earn the Seal?



How does a student earn the Seal?



General Timeline

1. Fall 2019 - Identify eligible students for 2020

2. Fall 2019– Winter 2020 - Inform stakeholders

(faculty, staff, BOE, students, parents, community)

about the Seal

3. Winter 2020 - Promote the Seal among eligible

student cohorts

4. Winter – Spring 2020 – Eligible students submit

letter of intent to pursue the Seal for the 2020-21

school year

5. Fall 2020 –Repeat the process



World Languages…Gateway to YOUR Future!

Language isn’t a “credit for graduation to check off,” but a skill that 
“checks you in” to future opportunity!



Questions?




